
The 200 most common

words
The core vocabulary of spoken Egyptian Arabic in seven

groups, with a 7-day plan. Say every word out loud. Tick a

box only when you can produce the word from the English

alone.

NAME

DATE

THE 7-DAY PLAN ABOUT 30 MINUTES A DAY

Day 1

Words 1 to 30

Day 2

Words 31 to
60

Day 3

Words 61 to
90 + review
Day 1

Day 4

Words 91 to
120

Day 5

Words 121 to
150 + review
Day 3

Day 6

Words 151 to
200

Day 7

All 200 + the
sentence
page

Each word has three boxes: D1 for the day you learn it, D3 and D7 for the two reviews. Cover the

Say-it and English columns, look at the Arabic or the English, say the word, then tick. A word with

three ticks is yours.

GROUP 1. PRONOUNS & LIT TLE WORDS WORDS 1 TO 30

# ARABIC SAY IT ENGLISH D1 D3 D7

1 ا ن أ ana I

2 ت ن إ enta you (m)

3 ي ت ن إ enti you (f)

4 هو huwwa he, it

5 هي hiyya she, it

6 ا حن إ ehna we

7 و ت ن إ entu you (pl.)

8 هما humma they

9 ده da this, that (m)

10 دي di this, that (f)

11 دول dol these, those

12 ا هن hina here

13 اك هن hinak there

14 وه ي أ aywa yes

15 لأ laʾ no

# ARABIC SAY IT ENGLISH D1 D3 D7

16 مش mish not

17 و wi and

18 و أ aw or

19 س ب bass
only, but,

enough

20 كمان kaman also, more

21 ان عش ʿashan because, so that

22 لما lamma when (I was …)

23 لو law if

24 ه رض ب bardu also, still

25 ي عن ي yaʿni I mean, that is

26 طب tab okay then, so

27 لاص خ khalas done, that's it

28 لا ي yalla
let's go, come
on

29 ي ماش mashi okay, fine

30 مام ت tamam fine, perfect
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GROUP 2. PEOPLE & FAMILY WORDS 31 TO 55

# ARABIC SAY IT ENGLISH D1 D3 D7

31 ل راج ragil man

32 ست sitt woman, lady

33 ولد walad boy

34 ت ن ب bint girl, daughter

35 ا اب ب baba dad

36 ماما mama mum

37 خ أ akh brother

38 ت خ أ ukht sister

39 ن اب ibn son

40 ي وز ج gozi my husband

41 ي مرات mirati my wife

42 صاحب sahib friend (m)

43 ة صاحب sahba friend (f)

# ARABIC SAY IT ENGLISH D1 D3 D7

44 اس ن nas people

45 اذ ست أ ustaz teacher, sir

46 ور دكت doktor doctor

47 ل طف tifl child

48 لة عي ʿeila family

49 دي ج giddi my grandfather

50 ي دت ج gidditi
my

grandmother

51 عم ʿamm
uncle (dad's
side)

52 الة خ khala
aunt (mum's
side)

53 ار ج gar neighbour

54 اسم ism name

55 حد had
someone,
anyone

GROUP 3. QUESTIONS, TIME & PLACE WORDS 56 TO 95

# ARABIC SAY IT ENGLISH D1 D3 D7

56 ه ي إ eh what

57 ن ي ف fein where

58 ى مت إ imta when

59 ه لي leh why

60 ن مي min who

61 اي ز إ izzay how

62 كام kam how many

63 كام ب bikam
how much
(price)

64 هي ن أ anhi which

65 هارده الن innaharda today

66 كرة ب bukra tomorrow

67 ارح مب إ imbarih yesterday

68 ي ت دلوق dilwaʾti now

# ARABIC SAY IT ENGLISH D1 D3 D7

76 ل اللي ب bil-leil at night

77 وم ي yom day

78 وع سب أ usbuʿ week

79 هر ش shahr month

80 ة سن sana year

81 ساعة saʿa hour, clock

82 ة ق ي دق daʾiʾa minute

83 وق ف foʾ up, above

84 حت ت taht down, under

85 دام ق ʾuddam in front of

86 ورا wara behind

87 ب ن ج ganb next to

88 وه ج guwwa inside
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69 ن عدي ب baʿdein later, afterwards

70 ل ب ق ʾabl before

71 عد ب baʿd after

72 ماً داي dayman always

73 ساعات saʿat sometimes

74 داً ب أ abadan never, at all

75 ح الصب es-subh in the morning

89 ره ب barra outside

90 على ʿala on

91 ي ف fi in; there is

92 من min from

93 لـ li to, for

94 مع maʿa with

95 د عن ʿand
at (someone's),
have

Note on 91 and 160: fi is both "in" (fi masr, in Egypt) and "there is" (fi mayya? is there water?). Its

negative "there isn't" is mafish (word 160). ʿand (95) means "at someone's place" and is how

Egyptians say "to have": ʿandi I have, ʿandak you have.

GROUP 4. FOOD & HOME WORDS 96 TO 120

# ARABIC SAY IT ENGLISH D1 D3 D7

96 كل أ akl food

97 ة مي mayya water

98 اي ش shay tea

99 هوة ق ʾahwa coffee; café

100 ش عي ʿeish bread

101 ن لب laban milk

102 سكر sukkar sugar

103 لحمة lahma meat

104 راخ ف firakh chicken

105 سمك samak fish

106 اكهة ف fakha fruit

107 ار ض خ khudar vegetables

108 ت ي ب beit house, home

# ARABIC SAY IT ENGLISH D1 D3 D7

109 ة وض أ oda room

110 اب ب bab door

111 اك ب ش shibbak window

112 خ مطب matbakh kitchen

113 حمام hammam bathroom

114 ر سري sirir bed

115 ة ز ي راب ت tarabeza table

116 كرسي kursi chair

117 ة ي عرب ʿarabiyya car

118 ارع ش shariʿ street

119 سوق suʾ market

120 ب مكت maktab office, desk

GROUP 5. VERBS & VERB-LIKE WORDS WORDS 121 TO 160

# ARABIC SAY IT ENGLISH D1 D3 D7

121 روح ي ب biyruh he goes

122 ي ج ي ي ب biyigi he comes

123 عمل ي ب biyiʿmil he does, makes

124 اكل ي ب biyakul he eats

# ARABIC SAY IT ENGLISH D1 D3 D7

141 در ق ي ب biyiʾdar he can

142 ى ن ست ي ب biyistanna he waits

143 كر ف ي ب biyfakkar he thinks

144 حاول ي ب biyhawil he tries
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125 رب ش ي ب biyishrab he drinks

126 عرف ي ب biyiʿraf he knows

127 ول ق ي ب biyʾul he says

128 وف ش ي ب biyshuf he sees

129 كلم ت ي ب biyitkallim he speaks

130 هم ف ي ب biyifham he understands

131 ل غ ت ش ي ب biyishtaghal he works

132 ام ن ي ب biynam he sleeps

133 ري ت ش ي ب biyishtiri he buys

134 ع دف ي ب biyidfaʿ he pays

135 د اخ ي ب biyakhud he takes

136 دي ي ب biyiddi he gives

137 حب ي ب biyhibb he loves, likes

138 را ق ي ب biyiʾra he reads

139 ب كت ي ب biyiktib he writes

140 ي مش ي ب biyimshi he walks, leaves

145 ح ت ف ي ب biyiftah he opens

146 ل ف ق ي ب biyiʾfil he closes

147 لعب ي ب biyilʿab he plays

148 ل سأ ي ب biyisʾal he asks

149 اوب ج ي ب biygawib he answers

150 ساعد ي ب biysaʿid he helps

151 علم ت ي ب biyitʿallim he learns

152 ر ساف ي ب biysafir he travels

153 سكن ي ب biyuskun
he lives (in a

place)

154 سمع ي ب biyismaʿ he hears, listens

155 اج حت ي ب biyihtag he needs

156 ز عاي ʿayiz
want (I want, he
wants)

157 م لاز lazim must, have to

158 ممكن mumkin can, maybe

159 كان kan was

160 ش ي مف mafish there isn't, none

Why "he"? The biy- form (he does) is the dictionary form of spoken Egyptian. Swap the prefix for

the other persons: ba- I (bashrab), bit- you (m) / she (bitishrab), bin- we (binishrab), biy- he / they

(biyishrabu). Worksheet 5 drills this.

GROUP 6. ADJECTIVES & DESCRIPTIONS WORDS 161 TO 185

# ARABIC SAY IT ENGLISH D1 D3 D7

161 س كوي kwayyis good, fine

162 وحش wihish bad

163 ر ي كب kibir big; old (person)

164 ر ي صغ sughayyar small; young

165 د دي ج gidid new

166 م دي ق ʾadim old (thing)

167 حلو helw
nice, sweet,

pretty

168 الي غ ghali expensive

169 ص ي رخ rakhis cheap

170 سهل sahl easy

# ARABIC SAY IT ENGLISH D1 D3 D7

174 ن سخ sukhn hot

175 رد ب bard cold

176 عان ج gaʿan hungry

177 ان عطش ʿatshan thirsty

178 ان عب ت taʿban tired, unwell

179 سوط مب mabsut happy

180 علان ز zaʿlan upset, sad

181 ول غ مش mashghul busy

182 ي اض ف fadi free, empty

183 ل مي ج gamil beautiful
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171 صعب saʿb difficult

172 ب ري ق ʾurayyib near, close

173 د عي ب biʿid far

184 ر ي كت kitir a lot, many

185 ة وي ش shwayya a little, a few

GROUP 7. SURVIVAL & POLITENESS WORDS 186 TO 200

# ARABIC SAY IT ENGLISH D1 D3 D7

186 لو سمحت law samaht
please; excuse
me

187 كراً ش shukran thank you

188 و العف el-ʿafw you're welcome

189 معلش maʿlesh
never mind,

sorry

190 اء الله ن ش إ in shaʾ Allah God willing

191 الحمد لله el-hamdulillah thank God; fine

192 روك مب mabruk congratulations

193 هلاً أ ahlan hi, welcome

# ARABIC SAY IT ENGLISH D1 D3 D7

194 مع السلامة maʿa s-salama goodbye

195 اهم مش ف mish fahim
I don't
understand

196 الراحة ب bir-raha
slowly,
gently

197 ي ان ت tani
again;

another

198 وي أ awi
very (after

a word)

199 ت ا ري ي ya reit
I wish, if

only

200 ك ن ذ عن إ ʿan iznak
excuse me

(leaving)

Ex. 1 20 sentences built only from the list __ / 10

Every word below is in your list (plus the usual endings: ʿandak = ʿand + ak, bitruh = the "you" form

of biyruh). Read all 20 out loud, then translate sentences 1 to 10 into English on the line. This is

the Day-7 page.

1 . اي ز ش ا عاي ن أ
ana ʿayiz shay.

2 ؟ ة دك مي عن
ʿandak mayya?

3 . وي الأكل حلو أ
el-akl helw awi.

4 . ي ت ا دلوق هو مش هن
huwwa mish hina dilwaʾti.

5 . ب من السوق ري ت ق ي الب
el-beit ʾurayyib min es-suʾ.

6 . وي وه، أ ي ؟ أ عان ت ج ن إ
enta gaʿan? aywa, awi.

7 . ب ي مكت ل ف غ ت ش ت هي ب
hiyya bitishtaghal fi maktab.

8 . ، لو سمحت هوة ن ق ي ز ا عاي حن إ
ehna ʿayzin ʾahwa, law samaht.

9 ول. غ ا مش ن كرة أ ب
bukra ana mashghul.

10 . وي ة أ الي ة دي غ ي العرب
el-ʿarabiyya di ghalya awi.
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11 ح. ام الصب ن ي ا ب اب ب
baba biynam es-subh.

12 ر. ي كلم كت ت ي ي ب صاحب
sahbi biyitkallim kitir.

13 . خ ي المطب ش سكر ف ي مف
mafish sukkar fil-matbakh.

14 ؟ ن ي روح ف ت ت ب ن إ
enta bitruh fein?

15 هارده. ة الن وي ان ش عب ا ت ن أ
ana taʿban shwayya innaharda.

16 . ي ت خ ت دي أ ن الب
el-bint di ukhti.

17 . ، مع السلامة ي ت ي دلوق مش م أ لاز
lazim amshi dilwaʾti, maʿa s-salama.

18 ؟ الراحة ، ب ي ان ممكن ت
mumkin tani, bir-raha?

19 ل. مي د ج دي ت الج ي ! الب روك مب
mabruk! el-beit el-gidid gamil.

20 اهم. ا مش ف ن ، أ معلش
maʿlesh, ana mish fahim.

Three habits that make the words stay

Say it, don't read it. Your mouth has to do the work. Three times out loud beats ten times in your

head.

Put it in a sentence you could say this week. ana ʿayiz shay sticks; ʿayiz = want does not.

Group, don't alphabetise. That is why the list is in seven groups: you meet the words the way you will

use them.

Ex. 2 Opposites __ / 10

Write the opposite from the box next to each word.

wara rakhis taht sughayyar bard wihish biʿid zaʿlan ʾadim

saʿb

1 kibir 2 gidid

3 ghali 4 sahl

5 ʾurayyib 6 sukhn

7 mabsut 8 kwayyis

9 foʾ 10 ʾuddam
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Ex. 3 Odd one out __ / 6

Circle the word that does not belong, then say why in one word (food, family, time …).

1 shay ʾahwa laban kursi

2 baba mama ukht shariʿ

3 kibir bukra imbarih innaharda

4 biyakul biyishrab beit biynam

5 foʾ taht wara helw

6 gaʿan ʿatshan taʿban matbakh

Ex. 4 Build your own __ / 5

Write five sentences about your day. Each one uses at least three words from the list. Then say

them out loud without reading.

1

2

3

4

5

Day-7 self-test

Cover the Say-it column. Let someone (or your finger) pick 50 random English words. Say

each one in Egyptian Arabic. Count your hits. 40 or more: move on to the next worksheet.

Fewer: repeat Day 3 and Day 5.

 / 50

Done? Speaking check

I said every word out loud on the day I learned it, not just read it.

I read all 20 sentences out loud at normal speed.

I said my five sentences from Ex. 4 to another person, or recorded them.
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Answer key
For teachers and self-learners. Remove this page before handing the sheet out in class.

Ex. 1  1 I want tea. · 2 Do you have water? · 3 The food is very good. · 4 He is not here now. · 5 The house is

near the market. · 6 Are you hungry? Yes, very. · 7 She works in an office. · 8 We want coffee, please. · 9 Tomorrow I'm

busy. · 10 This car is very expensive. (11 to 20, for reference: Dad sleeps in the morning. · My friend talks a lot. · There is no

sugar in the kitchen. · Where are you going? · I'm a bit tired today. · This girl is my sister. · I have to go now, goodbye. · Again,

slowly, please? · Congratulations! The new house is beautiful. · Sorry, I don't understand.)

Ex. 2  1 kibir / sughayyar · 2 gidid / ʾadim · 3 ghali / rakhis · 4 sahl / saʿb · 5 ʾurayyib / biʿid · 6 sukhn / bard ·

7 mabsut / zaʿlan · 8 kwayyis / wihish · 9 foʾ / taht · 10 ʾuddam / wara

Ex. 3  1 kursi (the others are drinks) · 2 shariʿ (family) · 3 kibir (time words) · 4 beit (verbs) · 5 helw (place

words) · 6 matbakh (how you feel)

Ex. 4  Open answer. A model: ana bashrab ʾahwa es-subh. · baba biyishtaghal fi maktab. · el-akl fil-beit

helw awi. · bukra ana mashghul shwayya. · ukhti bitiskun ʾurayyib min es-suʾ.

TEACHER'S NOTES

Use the sheet as a running vocabulary programme over seven lessons: one group (25 to 40 words) as a 10-

minute warm-up, choral repetition from the Arabic, then pairs quiz each other from the English column.

Dictation works well from lesson 3 on: you say the word, students write the transliteration. Do not test Arabic-

script spelling at A1; recognising the script is enough at this stage.

The Day 1 / Day 3 / Day 7 boxes are spaced repetition. Insist that students tick only when they can produce the

word, not when they recognise it.

The sentence page (Ex. 1) is the test: if a student can read all 20 sentences fluently and translate ten, the core

vocabulary is in place for Worksheets 3 to 5.

The list is curated from Egyptian Arabic coursebooks and spoken-corpus studies by usefulness in

conversation. It is not a strict frequency count; a true frequency list would be full of grammar particles and

name no food.

WHAT NEXT

This is the last sheet of the Egyptian Arabic Starter Pack. Start the series again with Worksheet 1

(the alphabet) if you skipped it, or find all six sheets at yallahspeak.com/worksheets/egyptian-

arabic.

To hear every one of these 200 words in a real Egyptian voice and use them in conversation with

an AI partner who corrects your pronunciation, try the Yallah Speak app (free to start, iOS and

Android).
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